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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON 


CORPORAL    PUNISHMENT 


IN    THK 


PUBLIC    SCHOOLS. 


1864. 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


In  School  Committee,  June  14,  1864. 

Ordered  :  That  a  Committee  of  five  members  on  the  part  of 
this  Board  be  appointed  to  investigate  how  far  the  rule,  Sect.  13, 
Chap.  VIII,  is  complied  with,  and  to  what  extent  Corporal 
Punishment  is  carried ;  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Board. 

Passed,  and  the  following  Committee  appointed ;  viz : 
Messrs.  Ordway,  Coolidge,  Cook,  Winkley,  and  Haskins  of 
Ward  One. 

Attest :  BARNARD    CAPEN,  Secretary. 


In  School  Committee,  September  13,  1864. 

Voted  :    That  the  Special  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Cor- 
poral Punishment  in  the  Schools  be  allowed  to  report  in  print. 

Attest :  BARNARD   CAPEN,  Secretary. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


In  School  Committee,  December  13,  1864. 
The    Committee   appointed   in   pursuance    of   the    foregoing 
Order,  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

In  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  your  Committee  have  felt 
it  a  duty  to  investigate  with  as  great  care  and  attention  as  pos- 
sible, in  the  short  time  allotted  to  them,  and  by  comparison  of 
the  discipline  of  different  schools,  and  results  from  the  same,  give 
a  succinct  Report  of  their  views.  In  investigating  how  far  the 
Rule,  Sect.  13,  Chap.  8,  has  been  complied  with,  your  Commit- 
tee found,  with  but  few  exceptions,  it  had  not  been  observed  at 
all,  and  in  the  Primary  Districts,  scarcely  any  attention  has  been 
paid  to  keeping  the  record.  Your  Committee  feel  that  such 
palpable  neglect  should  receive  the  strongest  censure  from  the 
different  district  Committees,  and  that  the  Rule  should  be  strictly 
observed  hereafter.  In  those  schools  where  a  faithful  record  has 
been  kept,  the  amount  of  corporal  punishment  has  been  far  less, 
than  %here  the  Rule  has  been  disregarded.  When  your  Com- 
mittee were  first  appointed,  it  was  their  intention  to  present  to 
the  Board  the  name  of  each  school  visited,  and  record  of  the 
same ;  but  on  investigation  it  was  found  that,  in  regard  to  the 
second  portion  of  the  order,  viz  :  "  to  what  extent  corporal  pun- 
ishment is  carried,"  that  in  some  of  the  schools,  and  particularly 
in  the  Primaries,  there  were  teachers  who  had  "  flogged"  every 
scholar  during  the  quarter,  and  in  several  instances  in  a  very  im- 
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proper  manner.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  thought 
best,  not  to  particularize  any,  but  leave  to  the  District  Commit- 
tees the  work  of  reform,  and  further  investigation.  If  corpor- 
al punishment  is  to  be  inflicted,  it  would  seem  to  your  Committee 
that  a  sense  of  propriety  should  be  used,  and  that  any  teacher  who 
resorts  to  pulling  the  hair,  ears,  or  striking  the  child  upon  the 
face,  should  be  discharged,  or  severely  reprimanded.  Your  Com- 
mittee were  surprised  to  find  so  great  a  disparity  of  results  in 
different  schools,  and  were  unanimous  in  opinion  that,  where  the 
least  corporal  punishment  was  used,  there  the  best  discipline  was 
observed.  Where  the  discipline  was  of  a  mild  and  conciliatory 
character,  calculated  to  beget  reciprocal  influences  between  the 
teacher  and  scholar,  the  interest  awakened  in  study  and  good 
behavior  seemed  developed  and  strengthened,  and  the  very  coun- 
tenances of  the  scholars,  on  entering  the  room,  showed  their  love 
of  the  place.  On  the  contrary,  in  those  schools  where  a  great 
amount  of  corporal  punishment  was  used,  there  was  a  forced 
attention  to  study,  a  sort  of  criminal  look  to  the  scholars,  and 
everything  betokened  a  frigidity  of  action,  a  want  of  that  mu- 
tual sympathy  which  is  the  very  breath  of  school  life,  —  a  look 
of  fear  which  seemed  to  denote  distrust,  embarassment,  confu- 
sion of  thought  and  almost  moral  cowardice,  appearing  to  influ- 
ence an  unhealthy  development  of  disposition  and  character, 
unlike  the  dignity  of  a  genuine  moral  and  kindly  influence. 
"  Ascham,"  in  his  work  called  the  "  Schoolmaster,"  says  : 
"  Yet  some  will  say  that  children  of  nature  love  pastime, 
and  mislike  learning,  because  in  their  kind  the  one  is  easy  and 
pleasant,  the  other  hard  and  wearisome.  Which  is  an  opinion 
not  so  true  as  some  men  ween.  For  the  matter  lieth  not  so 
much  in  the  disposition  of  them  that  be  young,  as  in  the  order 
and  manner  of  bringing  up  by  them  that  be  old ;  nor  yet  in 
the  difference  of  learning  and  pastime.  For,  beat  a  child  if  he 
dance  not  well,  and  cherish  him  though  he  learn  not  well,  ye 
shall  have  him  unwilling  to  go  to  dance,  and  glad  to  go  to  his 
book;  knock  him  always  when  he  draweth    his  shaft  ill,  and 
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favor  him  again  though  he  fault  at  his  book ;  ye  shall  have 
him  very  loth  to  be  in  the  field,  and  very  willing  to  go  to 
school.  Yea,  I  say  more,  and  not  of  myself,  but  by  the 
judgment  of  those,  from  whom  few  wise  men  will  gladly 
dissent,  —  that,  if  ever  the  nature  of  man  be  given  at  any 
time,  more  than  other,  to  receive  goodness,  it  is  in  innocen- 
cy  of  young  years,  before  that  experience  of  evil  have  taken 
root  in  him.  For  the  pure,  clear  wit  of  a  young  child  is  like 
the  newest  wax,  most  able  to  receive  the  best  and  fairest  print- 
ing;  and  like  a  new,  bright,  silver  dish,  never  occupied,  to  re- 
ceive and  keep  clean  any  good  thing  that  is  put  into  it."  Some 
of  the  teachers  in  the  Primary  Schools  seemen  to  be  governed  by 
these  ideas,  as  expressed  by  Ascham,  an.d  with  excellent  results, 
whilst  others  seemed  by  their  excess  of  corporal  punishment  to 
show  how  little  they  understood  training  the  infant  mind.  Your 
Committee  found  that,  in  many  instances,  teachers  were  in  the 
habit  of  showing  anger  when*  inflicting  punishment,  instead  of 
following  the  advice  of  Demetz,  who  says:  "  If  punishment 
is  to  produce  a  salutary  effect,  it  is  imperative  that  its  object 
should  submit  himself  to  it  unresistingly,  and  indeed  that  he  should 
be  the  first  to  feel  that  he  had  deserved  it ;  also,  that  whatever 
punishment  is  intended,  should  not  be  given  at  once,  but  in  a 
calm  and  gentle  spirit.  Every  child  has  a  good  side  to  his 
character,  by  which  he  may  be  approached,  and  through  which 
his  feelings  may  be  touched  and  softened ;  and,  if  only  this  be 
carefully  studied  and  means  earnestly  sought  by  which  the  mas- 
ter may  gain  an  influence  over  him,  assuredly  they  will  be  found 
if  the  appeal  be  made  from  heart  to  heart."  A  great  variety  of 
questions  were  presented  to  the  different  teachers,  and  statistics 
were  taken,  enough  to  make  a  large  volume,  but  space  would 
not  warrant  us  to  give  anything  but  a  general  idea  of  our  inves- 
tigation. The  argument  used  by  many  of  the  teachers  in  those 
schools  where  the  foreign  element  predominates,  was,  that  the 
children  were  punished  so  much  at  home  that  they  must  be  pun- 
ished  at  school.     A  very  poor  argument,  as  it  seems  to  your 
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Committee,  for  where  an  excess  of  punishment  is  used  at  home, 
so  much  the  more  reason  why  a  kind  and  gentle  discipline  should 
be  used  at  school,  to  show  the  great  difference,  and  create  a 
love  of  school. 

On  this  point  "  Ascham  "  says,  "  And  one  example,  wheth- 
er love  or  fear  doth  work  more  in  a  child  for  virtue  or  learning, 
I  will  gladly  report,  which  may  be  heard  with  some  pleasure, 
and  followed  with  more  profit.  Before  I  went  into  Germany, 
I  came  to  Brodegate  in  Leicestershire,  to  take  my  leave  of  that 
noble  lady,  Jane  Grey,  to  whom  I  was  exceeding  much  behold- 
en. Her  parents,  the  Duke  and  Duchess,  with  all  the  house- 
hold, gentlemen  and  gentlewomen,  were  hunting  in  the  park. 
I  found  her  in  her  chamber  reading  Phaedo  Platonis,  in  Greek, 
and  that  with  as  much  delight  as  some  gentlemen  would  read  a 
merry  tale  in  Boccace.  After  salutation  and  duty  done,  with 
some  other  talk,  I  asked  her  why  she  would  lose  such  pastime 
in  the  park.  Smiling,  she  answered  me:  "  I  wist,  all  their 
sport  in  the  park  is  but  a  shadow  to  the  pleasure  I  find  in  Plato. 
Alas,  good  folk,  they  never  felt  what  true  pleasure  meant." 
And  how  came  you,  Madam,  quoth  I,  to  this  deep  knowledge 
of  pleasure?  and  what  did  chiefly  allure  you  unto  it,  seeing  not 
many  women,  but  very  few  men,  have  attained  thereunto?  "  I 
will  tell  you,"  quoth  she,  "  and  tell  you  a  truth,  which  per- 
chance ye  will  marvel  at.  One  of  the  greatest  benefits  that 
ever  God  gave  me,  is  that  he  sent  me  so  sharp  and  severe  par- 
ents, and  so  gentle  a  schoolmaster.  For,  when  I  am  in  pres- 
ence of  either  father  or  mother,  whether  I  speak,  keep  silence, 
sit,  stand,  or  go  ;  eat,  drink,  be  merry,  or  sad ;  be  sewing,  play- 
ing, dancing,  or  doing  anything  else,  I  must  do  it,  as  it  were, 
in  such  weight,  measure,  and  number,  even  so  perfectly,  as 
God  made  the  world  ;  or  else  I  am  so  sharply  taunted,  so  cruel- 
ly threatened,  yea,  presently  sometimes  with  pinches,  nips,  and 
bobs,  and  other  ways,  (which  I  will  not  name,  for  the  honor  I 
bear  my  parents,)  so  without  measure  misordered,  that  I  think 
myself  in  hell,  till  time  come  that  I  must  go  to  Mr.  Elmer,  who 
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teacheth  me  so  gently,  so  pleasantly,  with  such  fair  allurements 
to  learning,  that  I  think  the  time  nothing,  while  I  am  with  him. 
And  when  I  am  called  from  him,  I  fall  on  weeping,  because 
whatsoever  I  do  else,  but  learning,  is  full  of  grief,  trouble,  fear, 
and  whole  misliking  unto  me.  And  thus  my  book  has  been  so 
much  my  pleasure,  and  bringeth  daily  to  me  more  pleasure  and 
more,  that  in  respect  of  it,  all  other  pleasures  in  very  deed  be 
but  trifles  and  troubles  unto  me."  Certainly  Lady  Grey  had 
great  reason  to  bless  the  gentleness  of  her  instructor,  so  in  con- 
trast to  the  harsh  treatment  at  home. 

Although  your  Committee  do  not  feel  prepared  to  say,  that  in 
extreme  cases,  corporal  punishment  is  not  necessary,  as  far  as 
the  boys'  schools  are  concerned,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
as  the  result  of  their  investigation,  those  teachers  who  use  it 
none,  or  but  little,  show  decidedly  the  best  discipline ;  and  that 
where  it  is  used  in  excess,  it  serves  to  lower  the  pupil  in  his 
own  estimation  and  the  general  effect  upon  the  school  is 
demoralizing.  Where  the  least  punishment  is,  there  the  best 
discipline  and  scholarship  are  shown.  In  regard  to  the  girls' 
schools,  your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  corporal  punish- 
ment should  never  be  used.  Their  nervous  texture  is  far  more 
delicate  than  that  of  boys,  their  tempers  and  dispositions  are 
different,  and  the  idea  as  they  grow  up  that  they  have  been 
flogged  in  school,  is  altogether  too  revolting  to  the  gentle  and 
loving  nature  of  their  sex.  Your  Committee,  in  making  this 
Report,  have  disclaimed  all  personality  in  regard  to  any  particu- 
lar school,  desiring  only  the  general  good  of  the  whole,  but  can- 
not refrain  from  saying,  in  support  of  this  last  argument,  that 
in  two  of  the  best  girls'  schools  in  our  city,  corporal  punishment 
is  not  used,  or  allowed  on  any  condition  ;  and  in  conclusion, 
would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  orders  :  — 

For  the  Committee. 

JOHN  P.   ORDWAY,  Chairman. 
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Ordered  :  That  the  several  District  Committees  see  to  it 
that  Sec.  13th,  Chap.  8th,  be  strictly  complied  with,  both  in 
the  Grammar  and  Primary  Schools,  and  that  the  several  Chair- 
men, in  their  quarterly  reports  to  the  Board,  present  a  statement 
of  the  number  of  cases  of  corporal  punishment  occurring  in 
the  schools  under  their  charge. 

Ordered  :  That  hereafter,  girls  in  the  Public  Schools  of 
the  City,  shall,  in  no  case,  be  subjected  to  corporal  punish- 
ment. 


AUG  29  law 


